Bricfe Inſtructions for Church- 


wardens and others to obſerve in all 


Epiſcopall or Archdiaconall Viſita- 
tions and Spirituall Courts. 


I O Biſhop Archdeacon,.- or other Ecclefiaſticall per- 
ſon, may or ought to keepe any vilitation at any 
time unleſſe he hath exprefſe Commiſhon or Patent under his 
Majelties great Scale of England to doe it, and that as his Ma- 
jeſttes viſitor only and in his name and right alone, as is cleere 
” by 26 H:8.c-1, 37H. 8. CoI Fo 1:Ed.6.C.2. 1-Eliz.c.1-8,Eliz.* V niting the 
c.1» Which Commiſſion or Patent ought to bee read to the _—_ hurt 
people before every viſitation, (asthe Iadges Commillion is ;g* fate and 
at every Aſlizes) beforethey begin to viſit, that ſo all the peo- erſons for ever 
ple may be aflured, they have authority to viſit, and that only tothe Cravn,n 
11 his Majelties name and right. As ſoone as ever therfore they expreſſe termes. 
appeare at any Viſitation, the firſt thing which they ought to 
doe (and thatin point of loyalty to his Majeſtic by vertue of 
their * Oath of Supremacy preſcribed for this very end} is to « 
demand of the Biſhop, or other Viſitor, what Patent or Com« 
miſſion he hath from the King under his broad Seale tokeepe 
a viſitation? If he have any, then demand the Regiſter to 
read it publikely, in ſuch manner asthe Judges Patent is read 
atthe Afizes : If he cither cannot produce, or readany fuch 
Patent from the King, or viſit not in his name, right, and by 
his royall authority, You ought all preſently to proteſt againlt 
his proceedings, as contrary to his Majeſties lawes and Pre- 
rogative, and {o to depart as you came, without more adoe. »* $2 notier 

2+ Every Viſitation being a Synod, or Convocation of the Pecklingtons 
Clergy and Laytie ( as * themſelves both ſtile and acknowledg Swmday no Sab- 
it)ought to be called and ſummoned only by his Majelties ſpe- #929-71.2. 
ciall writ, as the Aſſizes and Sceates inEyre arc,and that by the _ Reade, 
expreſk Statutes of 8.H.6,c.1, /25,H.8.c.19.27.H.8.c.15-If Viſitation ſaw 
then the Viſitation be not ſummoned and called by vertue of ww. 
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his Majeſlies wtity but only by an Apparator, or note framthe 
- Biſhopor Viſitof (as they noiy everare) None ought there to 
appeare at all. : 

3. If they have alawfull Patent and reade it, and a writ ts 

ſummon the viſitation, It they tender the Church-wardens and 

Sidemen any- Articles to preſent on (as now they doe) Let 

them demand, whether the Articles they tenderthem were 

made by the whole Convocation by the Kings Licence, ratifi- 

ed by the Parliament, and confirmed by the King himſelfe un- 

der his broad Scale : If not (as none of them are) Then bid 

them keep them for-walte paper,or to ſtop Muſterd-pots,ſince 

{uch Articles and Canons now ufed, made by their owne au- 

* Tea tobiz thority and printed in their own names,arcdireQtly * contrary 

Majeſies De- to the Statutes of 25.H.8.c.19,21. 27,H.8.c.25.32.H*8.c.26. 

ory 4. * 37-H.8.0.17. 1 Eliz.c.1,2. 12-Eliz. c.13+ their owne twelfth 

19. Canon, and draw thetnſelves (with All thoſe who ſubmirto 

them or preſentupon them) both into a premunire,and an Ex+- 
communication {pſo fatto, {48 / 

4 If they tender any oath tro Churchwardens or Sidemen 

to preſent upon their Articles, or otherwiſe, as now they doc; 

Firſt demand of them, What A& of Parliament preſcribes or 

enjoynes that form of Oath they adminiſter : for no new Oath 

*28.H.8.c,10 (2onetthat of * ſupremacy and Alegiance inftitured by Parlia- 

35-H,8.c1.-1- ment,)can be impoled onthe SubjeRs in any caſe bur by*Parli- 

_ ©1,5- amenceif any ARof Parliament preſcribe this Oath, and gives 

. 1-314, them power to adminifter it, Then lerthem ſhew it, and you 

* See the peti- Will takeit; If none (as none for certaine doth,) Then you nei- 

tion of Right, ther will nor dare totake it , and they incurre a Premunire by 

3 Caroli. making and adminiſtring ſach Oarhes of their owne heads, 

Secondly , demaund of them, What Commiſſion they have 

from his Majeſtic under his great Scale ro adminiſter an Oath 

ro you ? If none, Then they have no authority to give an Oath, 

Noryouno warrant or reaſon to take it. Thirdly, what Law 

of the Land, Canon or Statute grves them any authority ro 

give you ſuch an inquiſition-Oarh? If any, Produce it; Ifnone 

(as none doth,) You darenot, you will not take it, _——_ ng 
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divers * Prohibitionrinthe Common Law r>uaey, + ; Ke" 4a va 

5, If they demaund any 'Fees of you in any Viſitation» ,- , we Fax 
(W herenone of any ſort are due, neither for ſhewing of Let» ,;'x x, 
ters or Orders, Licences to preach,or * Keep ſchoole, &c., Nor Probibitzon 5, 
any * Procurations, but onely from ſuch Churches as they per- Mathew Pary. 
ſonally keepe their Viſitations in, nor from others which they _ _— 
come notat,) orupon any other occaſion. Demand of them, 52394» 
Whether any Stature or Patent from the King or ts Anceſtors + 3 x14. er, 
authorize or enable them to take ſuch fees they demaund 2 * See Lindewog 
If{o; Letthem produce them, and you will pay what they al- de Cenſibus & 
low them totake:Ifnot, Then nothing is duc,and you will Pay Pr0curation'* 
nothing : it being meere extortion puniſhable in Starchamver, ** 

6, If any becited into any of their fpirituall Courts , let 
them demaund; Firſt, W hether they have a * Patene from the + ,s 4.8.61. 
King,under his great Scale to keepe ſucha Court? It not; You 45.4.8.c, 17, 
havenothing to due with them, Nor they with you, Second- 1.E.6.c 2. 1, 
ly,iftheir Patent gives them cognifance of your cauſe? Third. Zlx: c-1- 3, 
ly if the Citation be in the Kings* name,and under his Scale of £'X ” A 
armes, a$ it ought ? Ifnor, Depart without more adoe; and if © oy 
they excommunicate you, It is yvoide,you may goeto'Church 
notwithſtanding : Or if they ſuſpend any Miniſters, without 
a lawtull caufe and Patent from the King , let them preach 
notwithſtanding, and cither indi&t them in a Premunire, 
Or bring an Action of the Caſe, &c. as Counſel! ſhall ad- 
viſe. If all Sabjes will take this courſe as they are bound in 
poynt of loyalty and conſcience to doe; they will ſoone ſhake 
off the Prelatestyranny and yoake of bondage, under which 
they groane,through their own defaults and cowardice. 

Ifany be cited into the High Commiſſion Court and there 
rendered an Ex Oticio Oath : Firſt lerthem aske what Scripe 
ture, Canon, or Statute allowes or preſcribes this Oath ? See 
condly , let them tell them , that the Statute of 1. Eliz: c. 1. 
which erc&s their Commillion, expreſly repeales the Statute 
of 2.H. 4. c.,t5.the ground of all Ex O:Ecio Qathes and pro- 
ceedings, whence M*. Fox tiles it : The Statute Bx Otficio, 
Therefore repealing this Law, which brouzht in Ex Officio 
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oe ae Oathes * and proceedings, it never intendedto revive them, 
of; the 4714 97 to authorize the Commiſſioners to proceed by them,; for 
till 1400 years hen it would have rather confirmed thai repealed this AR. 
after <_briſt, Thirdly , that the late Petition of Right 3® Caroli,condemned 
nor axy ever {ſuch Oathes and proceedings , as not Warrantable by the Lawes 
committed for and Statutesof the Realme,. (though warranted by their Com- 
* miſſion,) expreſly cnaRting , Thatno man hereafter ſhalbe called 

totake ſuch Oath,or to give attendance, or be confined, or otherwiſe 

and then adjud- Moleſted 5 ata rates the ſame , or for refuſall thereof. 
ged again Law. Therefore they dare not take 1t,neither can they adminiſter it, 
* 4d&s25.15. Fourthly, that by their own * Canon Law,the accuſer ought to 
16, 17. C. 24. appeare there faceto face, and by his owne Oath,and his wit- 
£3 - page nelles to prove his accuſation true; but the party accuſed is ts 
4. oy take no Oath : Therefore this Oath is againſt rheir owne Ca- 
| non Law. Fiftly,that our Martyrs condemned Ex Officio and 
Viſication Oathes, for men to accuſe themſelves or others, as 

unlawfull, and would not rake them; as appeares by M*, Fox 

his as and Monuments: 1610.p. 481.48 2.487. 488. 495. 
496.539.951,956.957-1006.1022,1023-I108.1100.1125, 


I164.1199-1382.1643.1646.165 or wet oo try 92. 


1795 -1g13-1814.1815.1843.1844-1845-1866.1872.1873. 
1874.1934 .1224. 15 20, They being uſed onely by the blou- 
dy perſecuting Popiſh Prelates; Ibid. P<335-750,751-75 3.to 
764: Therefore they darc not take them. Sixtly, that the ve- 
ry Rhemiftschemſclives in their Annotations on Acts. 23. v.12. 
| reſolve thus. If tho be put to an Oath to accuſe ( atholickes for 
 -* je the devite [7 Ing God 48 they ought ta doe, or to * utter any innocent man to 

ear Gods enemies or his , thou oughteft firſt torefuſe ſuch unlawful. 


accuſer of the” Oaths : but if thou have not conſtancy and courage to doit, yet know 


' 


© brethren: Rev, thow.that ſuch Oathes bind not at all in conſcience and Law of God, 

> 12.10; And but may and muſt be broken under paine of danmnation. For to make 

pr Cbriſti- 57 take ſuch vowes or oathes is one ſin, and to keepe them is ansther 
i. Che it _ ferre greater. That therefore which the Rhemiſts condemne. 
HR wee darenot ſubmitto : Neither ſhould our Prelates prefle, 
contrary tolohn 18.19.20.21+22. I Tim+5-19. Rev. 12 .10. 
Math. 18.16,25» H.8.c.14. 1 Elif.c.1.which require proof of 


all things by two witneſſesat leaſt. . 


